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Since the 1960s, Foucault has become one of the most influential thinkers across the humanities.  In a number of respects, he is a philosopher at heart.  He is also a sociologist, historian, anthropologist, literary critic, and much else besides.  This 2-unit readings course is an introduction to his thought, particularly his most sophisticated theorizing – the methods of archeology and genealogy.  Although the two methods share much in common (and the latter presupposes the former), the former is "systemic," while the latter is "historical."  That is, archeology explores the underlying rules (assumptions, concepts, presuppositions, etc.) of the epistemes or discursive formations of a culture, while genealogy explores the contingent and culturally-conditioned causes of historical shifts between distinct epistemes.  We will read parts of his two big methodological treatises, in English: The Order of Things and The Archaeology of Knowledge.  Now, in order to understand Foucault, we need to look at his own historical context.  As Gary Gutting, a leading Foucault scholar, says: "Foucault intended the term “genealogy” to evoke Nietzsche's genealogy of morals, particularly with its suggestion of complex, mundane, inglorious origins—in no way part of any grand scheme of progressive history." (http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/foucault/) Thus, we must read Nietzsche's On the Genealogy of Morals.  Moreover, although he repudiated Marxism early in his career, Foucault was initially immensely influenced by Marx (by way of his teacher at the École Normale, Louis Althusser).  More deeply perhaps, Critical Theory and Post-structuralism cannot be understood without a basic knowledge of Marx.  Hence we also read Marx.  This course is discussion-based, and requires no prior background in Continental Philosophy. 
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